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Amcndmen tsjto theJOainis 

1 Claim 1 (currently am«ided): A method of optimizfaig a shopping list process, comprising steps 

2 of: 

3 obtaining a sliopping list comprising a pltirality of items and/ot servicesJo be obtained: 

4 o btaining one oi mure factors wliich a user wi&hes to use in o ptimizing a sh o pping path 

5 foi the item& uu tli e sJ i uppiug list, 

6 pTogrammatically detemiining a plurality of merchants^ and locations thereo f from v^ch 

7 [[where]] the plurality of items and/or services may be p ti fc hase d obtained ; and 

8 piogrammatically computin g, in view ojLone or more shopping path opt imizatipti fact^r;^ 

9 5 [[the]] shopping path for obtaining t^e jjtgitns and/or services, wherein auUi aiAl Utt u&ei urn use 

10 the shopping path comprises an ordered traversal ttrtrawf among the locations of at leas t r wo 

1 1 selected ma o f the merchants[[,]] and wherein the selected mevclmijts aic sele c ted according t o 

12 the one o r inoi e obtain e d optimization factors conxprise at least a minimum overall coist of 

13 obtaining the items and/or services , 

1 Claim 2 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein o ne o f tlic o btained 

2 fac t ors Is to opt imi se a physical length of the shopping path far tr avelling mi o ne the sel e cted 

3 merebaj^l*^ is used in addition to. or instead of, the minfanum overall co$L 

1 Claim 3 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1, wherein o ne of th e o btain ed 

2 factors is to o p timize a sho pping time budget t mrehasc cost for obtgdning the items and/or 

3 setvices on the shopping list is used in addition to, or instead of, the minimum overall cost. 
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1 Claim 4 (cmrently amended): The method accarding to Claim 1, wfaerein o ne of the o btamtiJ 

2 fActn i A L< tij tjjiif iYii ^j e a mim'Tnuin number of merehfljits m i the shopping path from which the 

3 items and/QoemcesLmay be obtained is used in addition to. or instead ot tfaejtnixumxim overall 

4 cost 



1 Claim 5 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising [[steps]] ^ 

2 step of shopping at each successive one of the merchants on the commited sho taangLpath. 

3 con^yisi^ggtep^ofr 

4 traveling to [[each]] the location of the successive merchant o n the co m p u t ed sh o pping 

5 path^ 

6 while at the traveled-to location, p u r chasin g obtaining zero or more oft|^ items Md/or 

7 services jBrom the shopping list at- each mercha nt; and 

8 progranmiatically remembeting which items and/or services from the shopping list have 

9 been pmchased thus obtained . 

1 Claim 6 (cuirently amended): The method according to Claim 5, jfbrther comprising steps of: 

2 after shopping at each successive on e of the merchants, programmaticaljy creating a 

3 revised shopping list which excludes the programmatically remembered items and/or services: 

4 and 

5 detennining whedier items and/or services expected tgLbe available from [[at]] a 

6 particular one of the merchants were available fiyr pm^hase from the particular merohant and if 

Serial No. 09/855,827 ^ RSW920010061US1 
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7 not, progfamtt^atically recomputing the shopping path after adding the items and/or services 

8 which were uxiavailable to the revised shopping list 

1 Claim 7 (original): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the shopping path begins from an 

2 identified starting location and tennoinates at an identiiGed ending location, which may be 

3 identical to the starting location. 

1 Claim 8 (previously presented): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein one or more 

2 tmveling salesman algorithm implementations are used by the programmatically computing step. 

1 Claim 9 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 ^ \s4ierein the programmatically 

2 determining step further comprises the step of contacting the merchants in a dynamic and 

3 automated matiner to determine availability of the items and/or services on the shopping list. 

1 Claim 10 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 5, further comprising the step of 

2 programmatically computing a summary after travelling to the selec t ed merchan t s merchant 

3 locations, wherein the smnmary comprises information pertaining to one or more of: which 

4 merchants merchant locations were travelled to; the remembered items and/or services which 

5 were purcha&ed nhtaified; a cost of the remembered items and/or sendees which were p urchased 

6 obtained: a count of merchauts merchant locations travelled to; and a cost savings of the 

7 remembered items and/or services which were purchajs ed obtained 
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1 Claim \ I (currently amended): A system for optimizmg a shopping list processj comprising 

2 steps of: 

3 means for identifying a plurality of items and/or services on a shopping list; 

4 mcAPs fo r ideiitifyhig o ne o r mor e factors; wliicli a user wishes t o tis e in o p t imizin g^ 

5 shopping path f o r the identified il e im, 

6 means for programmatically detennining a plurality of merchants^ and locations thereof^ 

7 feom which [[where]] the identified items aad/ot services may be pmcltas c d obtained : and 

8 means for programmatically computing, in view of one or more shopping path 

9 OJitimization factors^ a [[the]] shoppii^ path for obtaining the items and/ot services, wherein 

10 $uch th at-ti ic usei ' can us e the shopping path comprises an ordered traversal to tr avel among the 

1 1 locations of at leas t b m selec t ed OiViA of the merchants[[ J] aynd wherein the selec t ed mc r chajits 

12 ai ^ e selec t ed acco r din g t o the one or mo r e identified ^ors comprise one or more of: (1) a 

13 Tni'nimn^ overall cost of obtaining thc items and/or services: (2) a minimu Tn mimher of 

14 merchants from which the items and/or services nmv be obtained; ^ mim'tn um overaU 

15 distance of the shopping oath: and f4 Vminimum travel time to traverse the shopping path. 

1 Claim 12 (currently amended): The system according to Claim 1 1 , further comprising means for 

2 programmatically remembering which items and/or services &om the shopping list have been 

3 purchased obtained while traveling to each successive merchant location on the computed 

4 shopping path. 

1 Claun 13 (currently amended): The system according to Claim 12, further comprising: 

Serial No. 09/855,827 -6- RSW92001 0061US1 
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2 means for programioatically creating a revised shopping list which excludes the 

3 progranmiatically remembered items and/or services : and 

4 means for detemiining whether items and/oiL3er\ace9 expected to_b_e_ayailablejfojn [[at]] 

5 a particular one of the merchants were available fo r puj ' dm5fc totTLtbeJiartlculatJi^^ and if 

6 not, progmnmaticaUy recomputing the shopping path after adding the items and/or service? 

7 which were imavailabl^ to the revised shopping list. 

1 Claim 1 4 (currently amended): A computer program product for optimising a shoppitig list 

2 process, the computer program product embodied on one or more computer-usable media and 

3 comprising: 

4 computer readable program code means for identifying a plurality of items and/or 

5 services on a shopping list; 

6 compu te r readable p tt» g y am code means for id e n t ify i ng one or m o re fiieto r s wlricfa a u&ei 

7 wislies to use In optimigJng ^ jih op ping p ath for tl> e iden t ifi e d i te m s; 

8 computer readable program means for programmatically determining a plurality of 

9 merchants^ and locations thereo f. jBrom which [[where]] the identifted items and/or services niay 

10 be pmefaased obtained : and 

1 1 computer readable program code means for programmatically computi ngs in view of one 

12 or more shoppi^p path ftpHtniTia tioii factors, a [[tiiej] shopping path for obtaining the items 

13 and/or serv ices, wherein such that the ugei can u se the shopping path comtmses an ordered 

1 4 traversal to tr avel among the locations of at leas t t w o selected ouca of the merchants[[J] and 

1 5 v^^erein the M.lwted mciLliaiiU are sel e cl e J aee oi tling to the on e or more ideulifi e d factors 
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16 comprise one or more of: f ^ ^ a piinimmn overall cost of obtammg^ the items and/or services: (2) 

17 a mimmum number of merchants from which the items and/or services mav be obtained: f3> a 

18 minimiim overall distance of the sh opping path : atyd (4) Tnini mum travel time to traverse the 

19 shopping path. 

1 Claim 1 5 (cucreatly amended): The computer program product according to Claim 1 4, further 

2 comprising computer readable program code means for programmaticaliy remembering which 

3 items andypr jservices from the shopping list have been pui chastd obtamed while traveling to 

4 each successive merchant location on the computed shopping path. 

1 Claim 16 (currently amended): The computer program product according to Claim 15, further 

2 comprising: 

3 computer readable program code means for programmaticaliy creating a revised shopping 

4 list ^^ch excludes the remembered items and/or services : and 

5 computer readable program code means for determining vsfcether items and/or services 

6 expected at a particular one of the merchants were available f or p urcliasc from the particular 

7 merchant, and if not, programmaticaUy recomputing fibe shopping jmih after adding the items 

8 and/or services which were unavailable to the revised shopping list. 

1 Claim 1 7 (cuireotly amended): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein a nearest neighbor 

2 algorithm implementation is [[are]] used by the programmaticaliy computing step. 
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1 Claim 18 (new): The system according to Claim 1 1, further comprising means for allowing a 

2 user to select which of the optimization factors are to be used in the means for programmatically 

3 computing. 

1 Claim 19 (new): The computer program produa according to Claim 14, furA 

2 computer readable program code means for aUowjjtig a user to select which of the optimization 

3 &ctors are to be used in the computer readable program code means for programmadcally 

4 computing. 

1 Claim 20 (new): The method according to Claim 1, wherein travel time to traverse the shopping 

2 path is used in addition to, or instead of, llic minimum overall cost. 
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